
Hornet’s Nest
March  2018

Sully Elementary School * 300 Circle Drive * Sterling, VA 20164 * (571) 434-4570 - Phone * (703) 444-7473 - Fax * www.lcps.org/sully

It’s a great 
day to be a 

Hornet!

Principal’s Pen
Dear Sully Families:

        As we leave the winter season behind, with spring around the corner, we ask 

ourselves, will March come in like a lion or a lamb? 

     We have officially reached over 100 days of school and have a busy calendar filled 

with much learning in your child’s instructional day, as well as many special, evening 

events.  Read Across America Day is March 2nd and we all look forward to reading 

together as a school, in celebration of Dr. Seuss’ birthday. 

     During the month of March we will also celebrate Youth Art Month and Music in our 

Schools Month.  We are proud of the high quality of both of these programs in not only 

our school, but in all Loudoun County Public Schools! Please plan to attend our Spring 

Chorus Performance on 3/14 @ 6 PM and the Park View Cluster Spring Concert  on 

3/21 @ 7 PM @ PVHS.  You are sure to be impressed with such talented performers!  

We also anticipate a great time at our annual PV Cluster Basketball Game on 3/2 @ 6 

PM @ PVHS.  Show your Sully pride by wearing purple or teal and come cheer on the 

staff playing!

     Finally, I hope you will come to our monthly parent coffee @ 8 AM on March 2nd .  The 

topic is our Child Protection Unit with our School Counselor, Miss George and our Social 

Worker, Miss Charriez.   Thank you for your continued support with all things related to 

the Hornet School Family!

                       Respectfully,

          Colleen O'Neill

Our School’s Mission Statement 

We will:  empower each child to reach his/her potential by providing an inclusive, safe 
and caring environment; meet the needs of every child by setting high expectations, 
provide rigorous instruction and differentiating learning experiences; equip students 
with the 21st century skills; foster relationships with all stakeholders through relevant 
learning experiences that have a positive and meaningful impact on our community. 
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Counselor’s Corner

Art News

SEARCH News

CALENDAR

There are lots of exciting things going on in art this March! 
Many of our students' work will be on display in this month's 
Fine Arts Night, which is Tuesday, March 28 from 
5:30-8:00pm at Parkview High School. In addition, there are 
also a lot of really cool art projects that are starting this 
month. Kindergarten will be learning about sculpture and 
color mixing. 1st grade will learn about warm and cool 
colors and how to weave paper mats. In 2nd grade, 
students will begin an Egyptian art unit. To celebrate 
women's history month, 3rd graders will be completing 
paintings inspired by Georgia O'Keeffe. 4th grade students 
are starting linear perspective drawings, and creating an 
awesome surrealistic work of art. Last but not least, 5th 
graders will be completing a painting unit in which they've 
studied landscapes and seascapes. Keep an eye out for all 
the beautiful new artwork around our awesome school!

For the next month in our classroom counseling lessons, students 
will be focusing on career exploration! We will play games, use 
websites, and complete activities that help students explore their 
strengths and interests.  Third, fourth, and fifth grade will be using 
the website virginiacareerview.org to take interest surveys.  This 
website can be accessed through the school counseling page on 
the Sully website if students would like to continue to explore at 
home.  Please take a moment to ask your students about future 
careers they are interested in!  As always please call at 
571-434-4572 or email amanda.george@lcps.org with any 
questions. 

Thank You

Thanks to Girl Scout Cadette Troop 
1142 Melana Washington, Alyssa 
Bondy, Ariel Bowers and Erin Andersen 
for their bench in Sully’s Discovery Park.

February 26 - March 2:  Read Across 
America/Sully Wek

March 2:  Hoops @ Night!  PVHS 6 PM

March 9:  Spring Pictures 

March 11:  Daylight Savings

March 13: Chorus Field Trip 

March 14:  Spring Chorus Performance 6 
PM 

March 20:  First Day of Spring

March 21: Kindergarten Registration 
Park View Cluster Fine Arts Night 7 PM

March 26 - 30:  Spring  Break

     If you would like to refer your child to the Gifted program the window closes  March 2!  Returning 
your signed referral form on time will ensure that your child’s paperwork is processed in time to allow 
your child to begin FUTURA with the start of the next school year (if found eligible).    Referrals that are 
received after the deadline may take longer to process and there could be a delay in the start date 
for FUTURA (if found eligible) in September.     Families of referred students will know results at the 
end of the school year (sent by U.S. Mail).  Please ask your child’s teacher or the SEARCH teacher if 
you need assistance or have questions about Gifted services. bparsons@lcps.org. 

mailto:amanda.george@lcps.org
mailto:bparsons@lcps.org
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Physical Education News

Parent Liaison/Clinic News

Music News

Celebrate “MUSIC IN OUR SCHOOLS 

MONTH”!!  Join us for the 2nd grade music 

program scheduled for March 23rd at 

6:30pm in the Sully Cafeteria.   We are also 

celebrating the arts on March 28th at Park 

View High School.  At 6pm, you can hear all 

of the Sterling Park schools perform a 

magnificent concert.  (See Art news)

Literacy News

     Thanks to our partner, GAM Printers - who 
copy/print our monthly newsletters!

Kindergarten Registration: If you decide to pre-register your child and need assistance, you can 

contact the office at 571-434-4570 starting on Tuesday, February 23rd. We would be happy to 

assist you. If you plan to register your child in person on Wednesday March 30, 2016, the office 

hours for registration will be from 9:00-12:00 p.m. and 12:30-3:00 p.m. Walk ins are welcome, but 

we will give preference to the parents who pre-registered and have appointments scheduled on 

that day.

                                               “Keep Moving”
How much time do your kids spend in front of the TV or computer screen each day? On 
average, children and adolescents log nearly three hours of TV-watching daily–and that 
doesn't include time spent viewing DVDs, playing video games or using the computer.

Try these tips to set some limits on screen time and get them moving:

1) Set a screen time budget. 2)  Devise an after-school action plan. 3) Get them moving in front 
of the tube. 4) Tune out at mealtimes. 5) Turn the tables–on yourself.

To find out more: www.kidnetic.co

Eat Healthy and Exercise, Mrs. Timmes

Last fall we began the Kindergarten Book Club and 

we are happy to say that participation has been 

soaring.  Over 80% of our young children have been 

taking bags of ten books home each week and then 

returning them for ten more.  Since there is still time 

in this school year, we are hoping to do whatever we 

can to increase participation to 100%.  We will work 

with our kindergarten staff to make this goal a 

reality. We appreciate all of the support they have 

provided thus far and we look forward to a special 

activity at the end of the year to reward the efforts of 

our little readers.

http://www.kidnetic.com
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Personalized Learning - Student Self - Reflection and Ownership

     Thanks to our partner, GAM Printers - who 
copy/print our monthly newsletters!

     This month we will focus on one of the key components to Personalized Learning:  Student 

Reflection and Ownership.

At Sully, students are learning how to self-reflect on their efforts and products.  Ongoing student 

reflection promotes ownership of learning.  Our teachers are giving students frequent 

opportunities to reflect on what they are learning and to reflect on their success in learning.  

Students set personal goals to improve their learning outcomes and through this process have 

opportunities to make authentic choices for their learning.

Students track their progress in a variety of ways.  Some examples include writing personal 

goals during a conference with the teacher and then later reflecting on those goals, personally 

reflecting on their journal entries before and after a lesson, or setting reading goals and tracking 

progress on a daily log.

Overall, student reflection builds ownership within students and this helps students become 

more aware and engage in their lesson better. 

Technology NewsLibrary News

Author Andrea Alexander will be visiting 

students in grades 1-5 on March 20. 

She writes biographies of sports 

figures. We will be reading these in 

library throughout the month.  Students 

will be able to purchase her books 

before the visit! 

For more information about Andrea 

Alexander’s books, visit 

http://www.glorydayspress.com/

We will be participating in the 

BrightBytes survey with students in 

grades 3-5, Sully staff members, and 

parents in the community. This survey 

shows what kind of technology is being 

used in school and at home as well as 

what kind of tasks are being completed 

with technology. This helps us plan for 

more great lessons with technology!


